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Evaluation of relationship between jaw and facial painswith
| schemic heart disease

Mohammad Reza Salehi’, Heidar Khademi, Yahya Sharifatzadeh

Abstract

Introduction: Heart disease is a great health problem. The most important symptom of heart
disease and atherosclerosis is chest pain. Pain might extend to the arms, neck and lower jaw.
Patients with central atherosclerotic heart disease, who suffer from angina, may in rare occasions
have recurrent pain in the lower jaw or a tooth. The aim of this study was to determine the
correlation between mandibulofacial pain and ischemic heart disease.

Materials and Methods: In this descriptive, cross-sectional study 210 subjects with ischemic heart
disease (angina pectoris and myocardial infarction), whose disease had been confirmed by a
cardiologist and had had the problem at most one month before the study (2009-2010) were
evaluated. Clinical and radiographic evaluations were carried out to establish the synchronicity of
myofacial pain with cardiac pain. Data was analyzed with chi-square test (o = 0.05).

Results: None of the subjects reported mandibulofacial pain as the only manifestation of ischemic
heart attack; however, 24 subjects had mandibulofacial pain with symptoms and pain in other
parts. Almost 58.6% of subjects were males and 41.1% were females, with a mean age of 56.74.
Twenty-four subjects reported mandibulofacial pain during Ml or angina attack; evaluation of the
oral cavity and mandibulofacial region with radiographic and clinical examinations did not reveal
any problems. Of 24 patients with mandibulofacial pain 17 were males and 7 were females.
Conclusion: It is concluded that in case of mandibulofacial pain in the absence of dental problems
the dental practitioner should suspect ischemic heart disease.

Key words: Ischemic heart disease, Mandibulofacial pain.
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